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Lambodhara Jaya Gajanana 
Parvathi Nandana Parama Dayaghana  

Lambodhara Jaya Gajanana  
Bandha Vimochana Bhava Bhaya Bhanjana  

Pranava Swaroopa Hey Shiva Nandana  
Pahi Prabho Mam Pahi Gajanana 

 
Hey Lambodhara (pot bellied One), victory to You, hey Gajaaanana!  

Hey son of Parvati, the personification of compassion, the One who liberates (devotees) from bondage 
and the cycle of birth and death, the One with the Primeval form, Son of Shiva, please protect me, 

Lord, please protect Lord Ganesha. 
 

A note from the Editorial Team 
Welcome to the latest issue of The New Saiva Neri.  
 
In this issue, we share some key updates from the last quarter as well as what’s happening in the next half of 
the year for our Temple.  
 
Please get in touch with us if you would like to contribute or provide feedback by emailing 
admin@melbournevinayagar.org.au. Thank you for your support in growing this newsletter. 
 
Yours in service of Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar, 
The Editorial Team 
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PAST EVENTS 

Tamil New Year 

On 14 April, Tamil New Year celebrations were held at the Temple. Annathanam was served to about 1,000 
devotees during lunch time. The evening’s ubayam was sponsored by about 25 youth for a second 
consecutive year. 
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Annual Mahotsavam  
This year’s annual Mahotsavam took place from 19 April to 28 April 2019 and was an outstanding success. 
The event brought together many volunteers and was well-attended by devotees during the 10 days. The main 
highlight was the Thaer which went around the Temple which attracted thousands of devotees as well as 
onlookers. 

Some new initiatives this year were introduced to improve the experience of devotees attending the festival. 

For the first time this year, the Management Committee organised a question and answer session during the 
festival. Every night, Nithyanandam Gurukkal and Suthan Gurukkal fielded questions from young people 
who asked them impromptu questions on a range of topics such as why certain rituals were being done in a 
certain way, why do we observe certain practices and what was the meaning of certain mantras. Many of 
these questions were asked by younger people in English and translated into Tamil. The answers given by the 
priests were also in English and Tamil, with Nithyanandam Gurukkal answering in Tamil and Suthan 
Gurukkal in English. The learned priests provided accurate and interesting answers that were also relevant to 
our contemporary lives. Highlights of these question and answer will be shared on the Temple’s website and 
social media channels in the coming weeks. 

Another highlight were musicians from Sri Lanka who played during the festival. Yazhpanam Eezha Nallur, 
P.S. Balamurugan and P.S. Jeyshankar played the Nadhaswaram and the Thavil was played by P.S. Senthil 
and P. Uthayashankar. These world famous musicians were sponsored by some ardent devotees.  

Annathanam was organised for lunch and dinner this year as well. This year also saw the introduction of 
self-service queues which reduced waiting times significantly. Annathanam was also served to thousands of 
devotees on Thaer day during lunch. 
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Balasthapanam 
 
The Nagathambiran and Anjaneyar Balasthapanam was successfully conducted in a grand fashion by Sri 
Nithyanatham Kurukkal, Sri Balasundaram Kurukkal and Sri Suthan Kurukkal. The event took place from 27 
to 29 May 2019.  
 
Nagathambiran and Anjaneyar deities are now near the dining hall. 
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Visit by Liberal and Labor candidates during the Election campaign 
 
The Temple Management Committee hosted Aston MP Alan Tudge and Labor candidate for Aston Kadira 
Pethiyagoda. 

 
 
Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple on ABC TV 

 
The Management Committee was contacted by ABC TV for the show Art Bites which featured Sri 
Lankan-Australian artist Ramesh Nithiyendran.  
 
Ramesh talks about growing up in Sydney and references the influence of Hindu culture, art and Temple 
visits in his interview for the series. ABC TV filmed the interiors and exteriors of our Temple for a 
reenactment. The reenactment featured an actual devotee of the Temple, 10-year old Kapilan Sutharsan who 
played the younger version of Ramesh in the filming. You can watch the full episode here. 
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Temple renovations underway 
 
Renovations to the Temple have now commenced after Council planning approval was obtained. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

● Spiritual Talk by Mr Angajan MK - 4 August 
Melbourne Yuva will be organising a spiritual talk by Mr Angajan MK who will speak on the topic: 5 Daily 
practices for life mastery. He will share more about the daily practices for a high impact day. The talk will be 
held in the canteen hall on Sunday, 4 August from 3:30pm to 5pm. 

● Vinayagar Chathurthi - 2 September 
● Purattasi Sani - Every Saturday, from 21 September to 12 October  
● Navarathri - 29 September to 8 October  

NOTICES 

 
Obituary 
 
Mr Raj Nagarajan 
The sudden passing of Mr Raj Nagarajan, former president and life member of the Sangam, greatly saddens 
us all. Mr Nagarajan was soft-spoken and friendly who offered a helping hand to all those who asked for it. 
As president for two terms, Mr Nagarajan oversaw the building of the multicultural hall, the creation of small 
shrines for Nagathambiran and Hanuman, and bought and commissioned the Ther which we currently use. 
May Sri Vakrathunda bless his soul. Our condolences to him and his family. 
 
Mr Pushparaja Chelliah 
Mr Pushparaja, a life member of the Sangam, recently passed away. Mr Pushparaja was a devoted member of 
the congregation. He worked as a committee member, internal auditor as well as a volunteer for the Sangam. 
May Sri Vakrathunda bless his soul. Our condolences to him and his family. 
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● The Temple canteen is open on Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, for dinner between 6.30 pm 

and 9.00 pm. and for lunch on weekends between 11.30 am and 2.00 pm. The Brunch is on every 1st 
Sunday and 3rd Sunday of the month. The revised brunch prices are: $15 for adults and $8 for 
children. For canteen opening hours, please see the Temple website. 
 

● Natheswaram classes are currently being held in the Temple. This is a unique opportunity for anyone 
in Melbourne to learn such an art form. No other institution is teaching this art form. The classes are 
conducted by Dr Srinivasan who holds a PhD in Natheswaram. For more information, please contact 
the Temple office on 03 9762 1835. 
 

● Those interested in requiring the services of the resident Musicians Dr K Srinivasan (Natheswaram) 
and Mr AB Ramadoss (Thavil) can contact the Temple office on 03 9762 1835. 
 

● For upcoming poojas, please refer to our Temple calendar. For the full list of Temple services, please 
see the Temple website. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

With the Temple building in its initial stages, here’s an article explaining the significance of a granite temple 
written by our very own priests. 
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